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In'  Inis  Issue . . . 

An  introduction  by  Jim  Aalburg,  author  of  “Floating  Forests”  in  this 
issue: 

While  researching  my  book  The  Company  Towns  of  Clatsop  County,  I 
became  acquainted  with  Eric  Evenson,  a  fourth-generation  logger,  residing 
in  Clatskanie.  Eric  shared  with  me  his  extensive  family  archives  and  pho¬ 
tographs,  dating  back  to  the  late  1890s.  A  portion  of  these  archives  related 
to  his  great-grandfather’s  construction  of  massive  log  rafts.  Much  has  been 
written  previously  about  these  rafts.  But,  nothing  focused  on  the  economic 
and  financial  facts  behind  the  scene.  To  me,  it  is  a  story  that  personifies 
ingenuity,  creativity,  brilliant  engineering,  risk-taking,  and  drive  that  is 
behind  the  advantages  we  enjoy  today.  I  have  always  had  an  affinity  for  our 
area’s  history,  particularly  regarding  logging  and  sawmilling,  businesses  my 
great  great  grandfather,  John  West,  engaged  in  at  Westport.  See  his  story 
in  the  Winter  2005  issue  of  Cumtux. 

Editor’s  Note:  This  issue  also  includes  a  story  about  Uniontown  that 
Roy  Schulback  presented  in  1994  at  the  Mission  Mill  Museum  in  Salem. 

— The  Editor 


Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 


Clatsop  County 
Historical  Society 
714  Exchange  St. 
P.O.Box  88 
Astoria,  Oregon  97103-0088 
(503)  325-2203 
cchs(2)cumtux.org 
www.cumtux.org 

Heritage  Museum 
16th  and  Exchange  St.,  Astoria 

Flavel  House  Museum 
8th  and  Duane  St.,  Astoria 

Oregon  Film  Museum 
7th  and  Duane  St.,  Astoria 

Uppertown  Firefighters  Museum 
30th  and  Marine  Drive,  Astoria 

Board  of  Directors 

Luke  Colvin,  Astoria,  OR 
President 

David  Reid,  Astoria,  OR 
Vice-President 

Kent  Easom,  Coeur  d’Alene,  ID 
Secretary 

Kent  Ivanoff,  Astoria,  OR 
Treasurer 

Jim  Aalberg,  Warrenton,  OR 
ndrew  Bornstein,  Bellingham,  WA 
Brett  Estes,  Astoria,  OR 
Craig  Hoppes,  Astoria,  OR 
Julie  Kovatch,  Astoria,  OR 
Patricia  Roberts,  Gearhart,  OR 
Randy  Stemper,  Astoria,  OR 
Dulcye  Taylor,  Astoria,  OR 


Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 
Quarterly 

Vol.  40,  No.  4— Fall  2020 
Copyright  ©  2020  Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 
(ISSN  1083-9216) 

Contents: 

1  Floating  Forests:  The  Story  of 
Oregon’s  Ocean-Going 
Log  Rafts 
By  Jim  Aalberg 

41  Uniontown 

By  Roy  Schulbach 


Staff 

McAndrew  Burns 
Executive  Director 

Sam  Rascoe 
Director  oj Marketing 

Liisa  Penner 

Archivist  &  Cumtux  Editor 

Chelsea  Vaughn 

Curator 

Emily  Rivera 
Business  Manager 

Matt  Powers 
Facilities  Manager 

Carol  Lambert 
Sheila  Nolan 
Susan  Swanby 
Michael  Wentworth 
Cumtux  Support 


Front  Cover: 

Circa  1920.  Two  sternwheelers  pushing  a 
raft  downriver  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia.  The  raft’s  dimensions  are:  width 

FIFTY-FIVE  FEET;  MAXIMUM  DEPTH  THIRTY-FIVE 
FEET;  LENGTH  960  FEET;  DRAUGHT  TWENTY-SIX  TO 
TWENTY-EIGHT  FEET.  OVER  1,000  FEET  OF  TWO-INCH 
WIDE  CHAINS  WEIGHING  270  TONS  ENCIRCLED  THE 
RAFT  EIGHTY  TIMES.  WHEN  THE  RAFTS  WERE  BRO¬ 
KEN  UP  IN  THE  MILL  POND  AT  THE  BENSON  LUMBER 

Company  sawmill  at  San  Diego,  California, 

THESE  CHAINS  WERE  SHIPPED  BACK  ON  STEAMSHIPS. 
One  OF  THE  STEAMSHIPS  USED  WAS  THE  FRANK 
Lynch  owned  by  Frank  Lynch  owner  of  the 
Benson  Lumber  Co. 

Image  courtesy  of  Eric  M.  Evenson. 
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